NFL Predictions: Background Information from Ray Stefani

For 2008-09 NFL season the correct winner was selected 
in 65% of the 267 games. It should also have been a 
good season for gamblers who followed the predictions. 

Here are typical results using the Kelly method.
Type of bet          Moneyline (1x2)

Starting Bankroll    1000

Games evaluated       186
% games bet            45
% bets won             39

Amount bet           4041
Amount win           4434
Ending bankroll      1393
% profit on turnover   10
% return on investment 39
How the System Works

For almost 40 years I have been using this system to

predict the result of games between two teams and the

probability that the predicted result will happen. First, I

calculate an offensive and defensive rating for each team, 

based on all games previously played that season. 

The rating depends on

     Points scored by each team in a game
     Points allowed by each team in a game
     home advantage

     strength (offensive and defensive ratings) of each opponent

The rating at the end of each season carries over to the

start of each new season.

The expected score for each team, the expected score total and the expected point difference for the next game depends on

     weighted difference of the opponent ratings for score difference

     weighed sum of opponent ratings for exact score and score total 

     home advantage

The probability that a team will win, draw or lose the next

game depends on

     weighted difference of the opponent ratings

     home advantage

     consistency of the two opponents

What I Post Each Week

There are eight predictions for each match. 

The predictions are organized in two lines per match.

Home Team      Away Team     Prob.  Prob  Score

                             HW     Aw    Difference

                             Fair  Fair   HS  AS   Total

                             Odds  Odds            Score

                              HW    AW  

Abbreviations: HW=Home Win, AW=Away Win

HS= Home Score, AS = Away Score

Score Difference= Predicted HS - Predicted AS

Fair odds = 1/Predicted Probability

The fair odds can be used to place money line bets. You 

can accept a bet that pays more than the fair odds I have 

predicted. The amount to be bet may be selected with the 

Kelly method. The score difference can also be used to 

make handicap and other bets based directly on score difference.
For more gambling help, see the link 

http://members.cox.net/ray-stefani/gambling.html

More Information

You can read much more on my websites 

Soccer predictions 

http://members.cox.net/ray-stefani/index.html

Super 12/14 rugby union predictions

http://members.cox.net/ray-stefani/rugby.html

Guinness/Zurich rugby union predictions

http://members.cox.net/ray-stefani/zp.html

Gambling suggestions using my predictions

http://members.cox.net/ray-stefani/gambling.html
